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Please Join Us! 
Enjoy a spring afternoon with your fellow TERN members at the 2015 annual meeting where you can play a role in 
how TERN will aid Georgia’s nongame wildlife in 2015-2016. Bring your canoes and fishing gear, books, boots and 
binoculars, folding chairs and bag lunch to enjoy a beautiful spring day of outdoor fun along the Persons’ Farm Lake! 
 

WHEN:  Saturday, May 16 
1:00-3:00 p.m.—General membership meeting: 
 - Election of officers 
 - Approval of new board members 
 - Vote on funding of Nongame Conservation 
   Section projects for 2015-2016 
3:00-5:00 p.m.—Enjoy visiting with other TERN friends and family 
           while exploring the lakeside flora and fauna. 
 

WHERE:  The Persons’ Farm, Forsyth, Georgia 31029 
 

DIRECTIONS: Take I-75 to Exit 187 (Highway 83, Forsyth). 

Travel west on Hwy. 83 to Monroe County Courthouse Square. 
Cross the Square and turn right on Hwy. 41 north to Barnesville and proceed north out of town. Pass a 
cemetery and then Wilson Propane on the left. Cross a creek and go up a long hill. Turn left on the next 
paved road (2.2 miles from the Courthouse). The number on the fencepost by the driveway is 1376. Follow 
this paved driveway 1/4 mile through a pasture until it dead ends at the lake house. For more information, 
call Wanda Granitz: 478-361-8144 

27th Annual Weekend for Wildlife Benefit 
Another Successful Year for Nongame Wildlife Conservation 

 

The 27th annual Weekend for Wildlife celebration was a great success raising more than 
$826,000 for Georgia’s nongame and endangered wildlife. The event was held February 6-7 
at The Cloister Resort on Sea Island. TERN’s MarketPlace booth and raffle were a hit with 
the more than 400 guests, showcasing a variety of unique items celebrating nature. The 
silent and verbal auction items featured many beautiful works of art, exclusive trips and other 
magnificent gifts donated by TERN members and Nongame Conservation Section friends. A 
special thank you to Peggy Everett for her continued support of donating to TERN her 
exquisite original painting in the verbal auction and to Gogo Ferguson for showcasing her 
handcrafted jewelry in the TERN MarketPlace and donating a percentage of sales to TERN. 
These gracious artisans have consistently given of their talents and time to help raise funds 
for TERN and nongame wildlife in Georgia—Thank you! 
 
The TERN booth, raffle and auction items combined raised more than $50,050 at the 2015 
event. All the proceeds will be used to fund Nongame Conservation Section projects, chosen 
by TERN members at the annual membership meeting on Saturday, May 16 at The Persons’ 
Farm in Forsyth, Georgia—see details above. 
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The Environmental Resources Network, 
Inc. (TERN) is the official friends group of 
the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources’ Nongame Conservation 
Section. Contributions made to TERN go 
directly to help fund important nongame 
plant and animal projects conducted in 
Georgia. 

www.tern.homestead.com 

Each year at the beginning of the Legislative Session, Sportsmen’s Day at the 

Capitol is a day of recognizing the contributions made to the Georgia economy 

by hunting, fishing, bird watching, and enjoying our natural resources. TERN 

board member Brooks Schoen and Georgia Department of Natural Resources 

Commissioner Mark Williams felt this was the most appropriate time to present 

a plaque of appreciation to the Legislators who carried House Bill 881 (H. B. 

881) to the House and Senate in 2014.  

H. B. 881 was historic legislation. This 

bill changed the fee structure for wildlife 

license plates so that a new plate costs 

$25.00 more than a standard plate with 

$19.00 going to the Nongame 

Conservation Fund, $1.00 to the county 

tag office and $5.00 to the state general fund. The annual renewal fee is also 

$25.00 with $20.00 going to the Nongame Conservation Fund and $5.00 to the 

state general fund. 

Thanks to the work of Rep. Bubber Epps of Dry Branch, who sponsored the bill, 

Senator Horacena Tate, Senator Jeff Mullis and several others who supported 

the legislation, TERN was proud to present these leaders with a special plaque 

highlighting a photograph of H. B. 

881 being signed into law by 

Governor Nathan Deal. 

Getting this bill passed was a 

significant accomplishment in 

helping sustain the conservation of 

nongame wildlife in Georgia for 

current and future citizens. Many 

thanks to Brooks, the committee 

members, and other supporters 

who made this happen! 

Sportsmen’s Day at the Capitol 
Brooks Schoen, TERN board member 
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TERN Funded Project Updates 
John Jensen, NCS sr. wildlife biologist 

Forest Management for Gopher Tortoises Brochure (TERN 
funded $1,800) – Many of the private lands inhabited by gopher 
tortoises, a candidate species for federal listing as ―threatened,‖ are 
actively managed for timber production. Management for these two 
purposes (timber and tortoises) can be quite compatible if done 
properly, and many landowners are willing to accommodate the 
needs of tortoises in their management planning. Most landowners 
and managers, however, are relatively uninformed about what can be 
done to minimize impacts to tortoises while pursuing timber 
operations. The Georgia Department of Natural Resources (and other 
agencies and non-governmental organizations) will be able to easily 
provide recommendations to landowners and land managers on ways 
to manage their properties for the benefit of gopher tortoises simply 
by handing out or mailing this brochure.  This will arm such owners 
and managers with great information that they can apply to their 
lands, and hopefully pass on to friends, colleagues, and neighbors. 
For more information on how to obtain a copy of the Forest 
Management for Gopher Tortoises brochure, contact sr. wildlife 
biologist John Jensen, john.jensen@dnr.state.ga.us 
 
Is It a Water Moccasin? Brochure redesign and printing (TERN 
funded $1,400) This popular publication received updated graphics, 
redesign, and reprint of 5,000 copies ready for distribution to NCS 
and partner sponsored public events, statewide nature centers, and DNR state parks. A recent distribution need was 
identified by WRD’s Law Enforcement officers that patrol major reservoirs in north and central Georgia. These 
officers use this brochure to demonstrate to concerned boaters, fishermen and citizens that live on these waterways 
that due to the water moccasin’s range, the snakes they encounter are harmless. 
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TERN is a 501 (C)(3) corporation. All 
donations to TERN are 100% tax-
deductible. 

At the annual meeting on May 16, TERN members will be choosing 
from a list of many important statewide projects 
for TERN to fund for 2015-2016. The project 
proposals submitted by NCS staff far exceed 
TERN’s available funds, and there is still time 
for you to help!  
 
Please consider sending a tax deductible 
donation before May 16 and help fund as many 
of these projects as possible. Make your 
generous donations payable to: TERN, 116 Rum 
Creek Drive, Forsyth, GA 31029. If you have any 
questions about this important fundraising effort, 
please contact Wanda Granitz: 478-361-8144 

Please Help! 

 


